The polymeric structure of the title compound {[Li(C 6 H 3 -N 2 O 4 )(H 2 O)]ÁH 2 O} n , contains two symmetry-independent Li I complex units, both having distorted trigonal-bipyramidal coordination environments. The Li I ions are bridged by both the N and O atoms of the ligands, generating two symmetryindependent polymeric chains propagating along the b-axis direction. In both ligands, the second carboxylato O atom remains protonated, serving as a donor in a short intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. The coordination of each Li I ion is completed by a water O atom. The ribbons are held together by a network of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds in which the coordinated and uncoordinated water molecules are donors and the carboxylato O atoms act as acceptors.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Li(C 6 metal-organic compounds Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å ,  ) . Data collection: KM-4 Software (Kuma, 1996) (Gryz, et al., 2005) . Two Li I complexes with the title ligand have been recently reported (Tombul et al., 2008; Tombul & Güven, 2009 to maintain the charge balance. In both ligands these protons are active in short intra-molecular hydrogen bonds of 2.393 (3) Å and 2.416 (3) Å ( Table 2 ). The same effect has been also observed in another Li I complex with the title ligand (Tombul et al., 2008) , a complex with pyrazine-2,3,5,6-tetracarboxylate ligand (Starosta & Leciejewicz, 2010 ) and a complex with pyrazine -2,5-dicarboxylate ligand (Starosta & Leciejewicz, 2011) . Bond lengths and bond angles within both pyrazine rings do not differ from those reported in the structures of two modifications of the parent acid (Takusagawa & Shimada, 1973; Premkumar, et al., 2004) . Pyrazine rings are planar with r.m.s of 0.0040 (2) and 0.0094 (2) Å, for ligand 1 and 2, respectively.
The carboxylate groups C17/O11/O12 and C8/O13/O14 make with the pyrazine ring 1 the dihedral angles of 4.8 (1)° and 3.8 (1)°, respectively. Dihedral angles made by the carboxylate groups C27/O21/O22 and C28/O23/O24 with the pyrazine ring 2 are 15.4 (2)° and 4.3 (1)°, respectively. Crystal and coordinated water molecules participate in a network of hydrogen bonds which connect the ribbons (Table 2 , Fig. 2 ). They act as donors, the carboxylato O atoms as acceptors.
A solution of 2 mmol s of LiOH in 50 mL of doubly distilled cold water was titrated with an aqueous solution of pyrazine-2,3-dicarboxylic acid dihydrate until the pH reached the value of 5.5. Then, the solution was boiled under reflux with stirring for 6 h. After cooling to room temperature the solution was left to crystallise. Polycrystalline material which was found after evaporation to dryness was repeatedly recrystallised from cold water until single-crystal plates appeared. They were washed with methanol and dried in air.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement
Water hydrogen atoms were located in a difference map and refined isotropically. H atoms attached to pyrazine-ring C atoms were positioned at calculated positions and were treated as riding on the parent atoms with C-H=0.93\%A and UU ISO (H)=1.2U ISO (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Two structural units of the title compound with atom labelling scheme and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. Symmetry code: (i) -x, y -1/2,-z + 3/2; (ii) -x + 1, y + 1/2, -z + 3/2; (iii) -x + 1, y -1/2, -z + 3/2; (iv) -x, y + 1/2, -z + 3/2. 
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